7 JUN 2011
From:
AGC(AW/SW) Reyes, Joel

TO:
Mr. Serwin Ladner

Subj:
VULCANEX 11-1 SUPPORT

1. VULCANEX 11-1 was a unit level training and assessment exercise at Panama City, FL from 28MAR – 8APR 2011.
2. Mr. Ladner provided an inbrief to the products that Naval Research Laboratory would be providing in support of the exercise.  Products were derived by fusing sea glider optical and physical data, numerical models and satellite optics data; and included diver visibility, target identification tow altitude, optimal tow altitude, depth average currents, time series forecast and daily summary.

3. Products were used on daily brief and in support of Laser Line Scan operations.  While those missions were minimal (11 scheduled), they were crucial to the overall assessment of squadron capabilities.

4. The most significant products for AMCM were the tow altitude and optimal tow altitude products.  Limitations with Battle Space Profiler (BSP) data that needs to be analyzed after a mission, these products provided a baseline to brief pilots and aircrewman prior to mission.  Data was correlated with post-mission BSP and resulted in similar assessment of water column conditions.
5. Products provided were very user friendly and provided useful and reliable information for mission planning and assessment.  Nowcasts were used to validate BSP data but, due to production times, had limited value to other than METOC personnel.  
6. Request products are provided for future exercises and operations.
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